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Department of State § 51.81 

(b) The Assistant Secretary of State 
for Consular Affairs or an authorized 
designee of that official shall decide 
whether or not to grant a special vali-
dation. The special validation shall be 
granted only when such action is deter-
mined to be in the national interest of 
the United States. 

(c) An application may be considered 
if: 

(1) The applicant is a professional re-
porter, the purpose of whose trip is to 
obtain, and make available to the pub-
lic, information about the restricted 
area; or 

(2) The applicant is a representative 
of the American Red Cross; or 

(3) The applicant establishes that his 
or her trip is justified by compelling 
humanitarian considerations; or 

(4) The applicant’s request is other-
wise in the national interest. 

(Sec. 1, 44 Stat. 887, as amended (22 U.S.C. 
211a); sec. 4, 63 Stat. 111, as amended (22 
U.S.C. 2658); E.O. 11295, 36 FR 10603; 3 CFR 
1966–70 Comp., 507; E.O. 12211, 45 FR 26685) 

[45 FR 30619, May 9, 1980. Redesignated at 54 
FR 8532, Mar. 1, 1989] 

§ 51.75 Notification of denial or with-
drawal of passport. 

Any person whose application for 
issuance of a passport has been denied, 
or who has otherwise been the subject 
of an adverse action taken on an indi-
vidual basis with respect to his or her 
right to receive or use a passport shall 
be entitled to notification in writing of 
the adverse action. The notification 
shall set forth the specific reasons for 
the adverse action and the procedures 
for review available under §§ 51.81 
through 51.105. 

(22 U.S.C. 2658 and 3926) 

[33 FR 12043, Aug. 24, 1968, as amended at 49 
FR 16989, Apr. 23, 1984] 

§ 51.76 Surrender of passport. 
The bearer of a passport which is re-

voked shall surrender it to the Depart-
ment or its authorized representative 
upon demand and upon his or her re-
fusal to do so such passport may be in-
validated by notifying the bearer in 
writing of the invalidation. 

(22 U.S.C. 2658 and 3926) 

[31 FR 13540, Oct. 20, 1966, as amended at 49 
FR 16989, Apr. 23, 1984] 

Subpart F—Procedures for Review 
of Adverse Action 

§ 51.80 The applicability of §§ 51.81 
through 51.89. 

(a) The provisions of §§ 51.81 through 
51.89 do not apply to any action of the 
Secretary of State taken on an indi-
vidual basis in denying, restricting, re-
voking or invalidating a passport or in 
any other way adversely affecting the 
ability of a person to receive or use a 
passport by reason of: 

(1) Noncitizenship, 
(2) Refusal under the provisions of 

§ 51.70(a)(8), 
(3) Refusal to grant a discretionary 

exception under the emergency or hu-
manitarian relief provisions of 
§ 51.71(c), or 

(4) Refusal to grant a discretionary 
exception from geographical limita-
tions of general applicability. 

(b) The provisions of this subpart 
shall otherwise constitute the adminis-
trative remedies provided by the De-
partment to persons who are the sub-
jects of adverse action under §§ 51.70, 
51.71 or 51.72. 

[65 FR 39288, June 26, 2000] 

§ 51.81 Time limits on hearing to re-
view adverse action. 

A person who has been the subject of 
an adverse action with respect to his or 
her right to receive or use a passport 
shall be entitled, upon request made 
within 60 days after receipt of notice of 
such adverse action, to require the De-
partment or the appropriate Foreign 
Service post, as the case may be, to es-
tablish the basis for its action in a pro-
ceeding before a hearing officer. If no 
such request is made within 60 days, 
the adverse action will be considered 
final and not subject to further admin-
istrative review. If such request is 
made within 60 days, the adverse ac-
tion shall be automatically vacated un-
less such proceeding is initiated by the 
Department or the appropriate Foreign 
Service post, as the case may be, with-
in 60 days after request, or such longer 
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